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Note from the President: 
     I want to say that I am honored to be your 2019-2020 ACRA President but WOW, what a year to follow. I want to take this opportunity to thank Mrs. Lelia Edwards and her fellow officers and committee for an amazing 40th year conference. 
     I want to thank my elected officers, board members, committee chairs and co- chairs for their participation, input, expertise and commitment to our organization. 
     We have been planning our annual conference for October 8th and 9th here at Gadsden Regional Medical Center. We have and will be reaching out to all of you for different things while we prepare for the conference. 
	As you know, due to the COVID crisis, we have elected to conduct a virtual meeting this year on October 1st and October 2nd 2020.  It saddens us all that we will not be able to meet in person and enjoy that fellowship together. This brings on a new set of challenges but I know that our association can embrace and overcome as so many other challenges our profession encounters. Change is something we are all too aware of in this field. LOL
	We are looking into various options and avenues to make the most out of this meeting. Seeing how to conduct the meeting and utilize our speakers, etc. We will be checking into education credits as well. I am unsure at this point how all of this will play out, but we will update everyone as the plans evolve. 
	If you have any thoughts, suggestions or concerns, please feel free to email me at 
 Kelly_Evers@gadsdenregional.com



EDUCATIONAL CORNER
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Coding Lymph node FNA/Biopsy

Removal, biopsy or aspiration (FNA) of a lymph node is considered a surgery.
Record all surgical procedures that remove, biopsy, or aspirate regional
lymph node(s) whether or not there were any surgical procedures of the
primary site. The regional lymph node surgical procedure(s) may be done to
diagnose cancer, stage the disease, or as a part of the initial treatment.
Example: Patient has a sentinel node biopsy of a single lymph node. Assign
code 2 (Sentinel lymph node biopsy [only]) in Scope of Regional Lymph node
Surgery.
 Use date of lymph node biopsy in surgery date as treatment.
*https://seer.cancer.gov/manuals/2018/SPCSM_2018_maindoc.pdf


	CODING TIPS 

	

	Surgery of Primary Site 
· SEER Coding Manual’s Appendix C: Site Specific Coding Modules is a good resource for coding surgery of the primary site. The surgery codes are based on the STORE Manual and contain additional information and instructions. Here are some common coding errors. 

	

	Cystoprostatectomy 
· Cystoprostatectomy is surgery to remove the urinary bladder and the prostate (a combination cystectomy and prostatectomy). When coding this procedure, make sure you use the correct site-specific code. A cystoprostatectomy is coded different depending on whether the primary cancer site is bladder (71) or prostate (70). 

	

	Bladder 
· 70 Pelvic exenteration, NOS 
· 71 Radical cystectomy including anterior exenteration 
· For females, includes removal of bladder, uterus, ovaries, entire vaginal wall, and entire urethra. 
·  For males, includes removal of the prostate. When a procedure is described as a pelvic exenteration for males, but the prostate is not removed, the surgery should be coded as a cystectomy (code 60-64). 

	

	Prostate 
· 70 Prostatectomy WITH resection in continuity with other organs; pelvic exenteration 
· Surgeries coded 70 are any prostatectomy WITH resection in continuity with any other organs. The other organs may be partially or totally removed. Procedures may include, but are not limited to, cystoprostatectomy, radical cystectomy, and prostatectomy. 

	

	Breast
· Mastectomy Coding
· Make sure you read the operative notes closely when coding breast cases and you see the phrases “nipple sparing mastectomy” or “skin sparing mastectomy.” 
· The 2018 STORE Manual indicates that the correct code for a “nipple sparing mastectomy” is code 30 (subcutaneous mastectomy). 
· A “skin sparing mastectomy” is NOT the same as a “nipple sparing mastectomy.” Review the available operative reports to determine the extent of the surgery. This mastectomy can be classified as simple, total, modified radical, etc. 
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	Dear Cancer Programs Colleagues:
The leadership and staff of the American College of Surgeons Commission on Cancer (CoC), National Accreditation Program for Breast Centers (NAPBC), and the National Accreditation Program for Rectal Cancer (NAPRC) are committed to the health and safety of our participating accredited program staff, health care professionals, physicians, and patients as we continue dealing with ramifications of the COVID-19 pandemic. We would like to provide an update on our plans to begin resuming site visits and to share new resources that will become available to our participating programs later this month.
Accreditation Site Visits 
In early March we made the decision to postpone 2020 accreditation site visits for 8 months and to further postpone 2021 site visits to 2022. Beginning this month, the CoC and NAPBC site reviewers will begin contacting those programs due for a site visit in 2020 to start the rescheduling process. As our site reviewers contact these programs, it is our intention that they will work to establish a mutually agreeable date for the site visit beginning this fall and extending through June 2021. We hope that by that time we will be able to complete the remaining site visits that were postponed beginning in March. Please give your site reviewer time to contact you over the next month.
Because there may continue to be concerns about traveling and holding gatherings of large groups, we have developed a virtual site visit plan that we will offer as an alternative to the in-person visit. We will pilot test the plan with a few CoC and NAPBC programs in July and August and will subsequently evaluate the results, refine the plans, train our site reviewers, and communicate this option to our programs. The NAPRC is also in the preliminary stages of investigating a virtual site visit option, and site reviewers will begin contacting postponed programs to discuss rescheduling. We feel that the virtual plans we have developed will retain the key components of the in-person visit and offer the same level of quality to assess compliance with the accreditation standards, provide education and consultation, and offer strategies to help programs enhance the quality of their cancer care delivery. More information about this option is forthcoming. In the meantime, please work with your site reviewer to re-schedule your site visit, which can always be switched to a virtual visit later.
New Resources to Support Accreditation 
Later this month, we plan on releasing the following resources to support standards compliance:
COVID-19 Accreditation Tracker – This resource will assist programs with documenting the impact of COVID-19 on compliance with the CoC accreditation standards. Cancer programs have requested additional detail on compliance expectations for the individual standards and it is our intent that this resource will build on our previous communication regarding accommodations for disruptions to normal program operations due to the pandemic. Please note that programs will not be penalized for standards that could not be met due to the impacts of the pandemic. Similar trackers are in development to support the NAPBC and NAPRC standards.
Cancer Program Activity Templates – The new CoC Program Review Questionnaire (PRQ), currently in development to support the 2020 standards, is on schedule to be released this fall. This will replace the current Survey Application Record (SAR). Major components of program activity will now be tracked using templates that will be uploaded into the new PRQ. We are completing development of 11 templates for programs to use to track a variety of program activities, i.e., cancer committee meetings, cancer program goal, etc. The NAPBC is also developing some new templates and both the NAPBC and NAPRC PRQs will be released later this summer.
Folder Structure Resource – Because preparing for CoC accreditation is a multidisciplinary, cross-program initiative, an effective file and folder structure is essential for organizing accreditation documents. This resource will provide tips and techniques for organizing your content in an ongoing fashion to make site visit preparation easier and less burdensome. Folder structure resources to support the NAPBC and NAPRC programs will be released later in June.
Standards Resource Library - The new Standards Resource Library will be accessible from CoC Datalinks for access by CoC program staff and will include a variety of resources relevant to various standards to support compliance with the 2020 standards.
New Education and Training 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we have canceled in-person workshops on the CoC and NAPBC standards and accreditation processes. In order to fill this void, the CoC and NAPBC will each be hosting a webinar series over the next several months to support compliance with the accreditation standards. The CoC schedule was included in the most recent issue of Cancer Program News and can be found on our website. These programs are free although registration is required. Later this month we will be releasing information on the NAPBC education series, which will also be free.
We look forward to your participation in these programs. We encourage you to regularly visit the following accreditation program websites for program updates and resources. We value your continued participation in our accreditation programs, and welcome your feedback, questions and concerns. Please contact us anytime at acscancerprograms@facs.org. Thank you.
Commission on Cancer 
National Accreditation Program for Breast Centers 
National Accreditation Program for Rectal Cancer
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The 2020 National Cancer Database (NCDB) Call for Data was originally scheduled to be conducted from January 1 through May 31, 2020. We understand many hospital registrars may be experiencing work disruptions due to the COVID-19 pandemic and related adjustments being made by hospitals across the country. Due to the many issues registrars are experiencing, the 2020 Call For Data window will be extended to August 31, 2020 (11:59 pm CST) for submissions and corrections to allow programs to successfully meet the Commission on Cancer (CoC) Standards 5.5 and 5.6 requirements. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with all registrars, hospital workers and patients during these times, and we will continue to monitor the situation as it unfolds
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Please go to https://seer.cancer.gov/tools/covid-19/index.html to read the 
COVID-19 Abstraction Guidance
 June 2020 
Revised June 17, 2020
Please go to https://seer.cancer.gov/tools/solidtumor/clarifications.html to review 
Histology Coding Clarifications- June 29, 2020
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		Register Today!  
NCRA's Virtual 46th Annual Educational Conference
 
NCRA is excited to offer its 46th Annual Educational Conference as a virtual event, and we hope you can join us!

Educational Sessions and Programming
NCRA plans to offer the original educational sessions with some time adjustments to address a virtual platform. The conference sessions will be presented live September 21-23 and available on-demand as archived sessions through December 31, 2020. The conference program includes two days of plenary sessions and a third day with four, concurrent symposia. Review the Educational Sessions. Over 29 CEs will be available. This includes both live and on-demand sessions. A process will be available to claim CEs and to access a certificate of attendance. NCRA also plans a virtual exhibit hall, online basket raffles, roundtable discussions, and virtual networking opportunities. NCRA is also working with CDC-NPCR and NCI-SEER on next steps regarding their respective workshops. Details on the workshops will be posted soon. 

Registration Information and Pricing
NCRA member price is $200; non-member price is $300. Registration closes September 10. There is no daily or guest registrations. Register online or use the registration form. Group pricing for groups of six registrants or more is available. Read the Group Sales Fact Sheet and access the Groups Sales Order Form. Questions? E-mail Nancy Allen at nallen@ncra-usa.org.

Frequently Asked Questions
NCRA has prepared FAQs for registrants of the in-person conference and workshops, exhibitors, and speakers. Read the FAQs. 

NCRA thanks you for your ongoing support, and we look forward to seeing you virtually in September!



	

















REMOTE WORKERS RESOURCES FOR COVID 19




	 NCRA has compiled a series of webinars and resources to educate cancer registrars on effective work-from-home strategies. The resources are free to members and non-members. 
   
Visit cancer registry education. org 
 for more information
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FOR YOUR HEALTH


[image: Symptoms of Coronavirus Disease 2019 | Covid-19 | panolawatchman.com]



LET STOP THE SPREAD OF COVID-19

STAY HEALTY AND CALM
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WASH YOUR HANDS
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KEEP YOUR DISTANCE
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WEAR A MASK IN PUBLIC
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REMEMBER
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